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Conceptualization and operationalization
Relative to Melde and Carson’s (2016) case study, this paper looks at different concepts such as gang membership, risk victimization, and fear of victimization. Also, these concepts will be discussed in terms of conceptualization and operationalization.
Ideally, conceptualization is the act of breaking and converting research ideas into common meanings. The aim of this is to develop a mutual agreement among the users of the given concept. Besides, the process leads to forming and creating meaningful concepts, which can sometimes lead to the creation of a useful theory based on the research. Operationalization, on the other hand, is defined as the process of identifying various variables into measurable factors. After explaining different concepts, the process allows them to be measured empirically and quantitatively. The following section discusses the above concepts about conceptualization and operationalization. 
Conceptualization
The definition of this concept entails the likelihood of an individual to be subjected to several victimizations. In essence, the concept looks at the different forms of victimization and focuses on violent ones. Also, concerning gang membership, the concept was defined as the pressure imposed on individuals from joining particular gangs. In this case, individuals perceived gangs as a source of protection and thus joined for fear of being victimized. Lastly, fear of victimization being another concept was defined as the individual fearing subjection to violent atrocities. Additionally, individuals get bombarded with a lot of fear. 

Operationalization
Concerning gang membership as a concept of Melde’s case study, it was measured whether an individual was part of a gang or not for whatever reason. Also, risk victimization, in this case, was measured by gauging the responses of individuals to know the level of risk involved. It was done through a measurement scale that concerns a set of specific crime statements. Lastly, regarding the fear of victimization, just like above, it was measured using a set of particular crime statements. Besides, this measurement was invoked within a scale to know the responses of individuals about the level of fear. 
Variables
Ideally, a variable is anything that has a quantity or quality, which varies from time to time. The article herein focuses on the independent variable being gang membership. The aim of this was to measure the difference of victimization with both risk and fear victimization. Like a variable, a comparison was made between individuals who were gang members and those who were not gang members.
Nevertheless, dependent variables are the perception of victimization, self-reported victimization, and fear of victimization. In essence, this research would be controlled with factors such as demographic characteristics, sex, race or ethnicity, and age. Tentatively, the primary focus of the study is to deduce the effect of gang membership to risk and fear victimization.


Measures
These are the items existing within the study that affect the research in a vast number of ways. Regarding gang membership, the measurement was done using a single-item self-report. For instance, individuals were asked whether they thought if their group of friends were related in any way to a gang or were part of a gang. The concept of risk victimization was measured using a multi-scale mechanism. In this case, measurement involved a five-point scale in which individuals were asked various questions. For instance, the inquiry was made to find out how often individuals thought they were at risk. Just as stated above, fear victimization was also measured using a multi-scale and a five-point scale ranging from not afraid to very afraid. Individuals were asked to indicate how they were fearful of crime.
Alternatives
In essence, the concept of gang membership could have been conceptualized and operationalized differently. The aim of this would be to make the understanding pertaining to the concept clearer and well-illustrated. For instance, in conceptualizing, the definition should be enhanced to cater for individuals who have the intention of joining a gang. Regarding the operationalization, it would be vital to extend measurement to a multi-scale where participants are prompted to react to a set of crime questions.
Validity
Regarding this case study, the conceptualization of gang membership is considered valid. Nevertheless, the operationalization of this concept could be improved by a great length. In essence, it is difficult to get a precise result from the measurement since it is not sufficient as the concept of gang membership is extremely wide. In this case, it is safe to say that due to the broad nature of the question, the validity of the data collected is compromised.
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